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'Tis the doubt of our ending all snugly,

That makes us with life thus dispute;
Or who'd bear with a wife old and ugly,

Or the length of a chancery suit ?
Or who would bear fardels, and take

Kicks, cuffs, frowns, and many an odd thing,
When he might his own quietus make.

And end all his caies with a bodkin ?

Ri tol de icl, etc.

The " annotations " appended to the text of the burlesque
are in parody of the performances of the commentators,
who at least are fair game for chaff of this sort, and on
whom Poole, in his preface, lavishes some excellent in-
dignation.

Of subsequent burlesques of " Hamlet" there have not
been many, but some of them have been really clever and
commendable. There was, for instance, Talfourd's, pub-
lished at Oxford in 1849 \ there was the "Hamlet & la
Mode" of Messrs. G. L. Gordon and G. W. Anson,
performed at Liverpool in 1877; there was the "Very
Little Hamlet" of Mr. William Yardley, seen at the Gaiety
in 1884; and last, but assuredly not least, we have had the
" Rosencrantz and Guildenstern " of Mr. Gilbert, which,
written originally without thought either of public or of
private representation, has been enacted at a benefit
matinfe during the present year.

In " Rosencrantz and Guildenstern," which is an un-
pretentious little "skit," covering only some sixteen or
seventeen printed pages, Mr. Gilbert supposes that Hamlet
is the son (not the step-son) of Claudius. ** Rosencrantz is
a lover of Ophelia, to whom Hamlet is betrothed, and they
lay their heads together to devise a plan by which Hamlet